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CIPS Accredited Training and Examination Centre

Chamber Supply Chain™ has a bank of highly qualified and talented 

trainers to deliver an outstanding level of training and customer 

service.

Lancashire

Red Rose Court is a premier training and conference suite with state of 

the art facilities, free parking and directly off the M65 motorway.

Yorkshire and Humberside

Our centres in Sheffield and Rotherham offer easy access with excellent 

accommodation available in the heart of the city.



Today’s challenging business environment has raised the importance of 
purchasing and supply and the profession is playing an increasingly 
significant role. As a consequence, purchasing and supply professionals 
are a valuable asset to any company, especially well-qualified, well 
trained ones.

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
For any business, spending money is the first step 
towards making money. But spend too much 
money on goods and servces and the costs eat 
away at profits. Spend too little, the quality of 
goods or services can be damaged. Both scenarios 
put the business in jeopardy, so effective 
procurement is essential.

Purchasing and supply management is the link in 
the chain which manages the interface between the 
supply market and the organisation. Its importance 
lies in the fact that a company can spend more 
than two thirds of its revenue buying goods and 
services, so even a modest reduction in purchasing 
costs have a significant effect on profit.

The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply 
(CIPS) programme at our centres are designed to 
develop high standards of skill, ability and integrity 
among procurement professionals. The CIPS 
programme assists individuals and organisations by 
gaining the knowledge of how to protect their cost 
bases through effective supply management. The 
challenge is to increase effectiveness and efficiency 
through targeted reduction of costs without 
damaging the sustainability of the business.

ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK
The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply is 
an awarding body which offers a range of 
universally recognised professional qualifications to 
help individuals make the most of their career, 
whether they are just starting out, or have been in 
the profession for some time.

DELEGATE BENEFITS
Students can quickly build upon existing experience 
and qualifications to achieve CIPS qualification. 
This professional is increasingly promoted within 
the public and private sector and is specified by 
employers as desirable criteria within job 
specifications.
One of the most beneficial things about this career 
is that a well-qualified purchasing professional can 
walk into a wide range of environments where they 
can use their skills to buy a whole range of 
products and services.

ORGANISATION BENEFITS
Purchasing and supply management cuts across all 
sectors and for many organisations their biggest 
expense is the goods and services they buy. 
Purchasing is regarded as the most important 
single area of expenditure that can influence 
business costs. Professional procurement can offer 
an improved cost base and enhanced profits for 
organisations.



DEVELOP A CAREER IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY

COURSE DELIVERY
Level 3,4,5 and 6
Generally the units are delivered weekly, although 
this is flexible dependent on student numbers and 
location of delivery.

Examinations are held approximately 2-3 weeks 
after completion of each unit.

All Levels can be completed within a period of 
twelve months.

It is advisable to progress through the levels in 
sequence so that you gain the under-pinning 
knowledge as you move up the qualification ladder. 
You must complete all the units for a level before 
you will achieve that award and its certificate.

COURSE PRE-REQUISITES
Level 3 is the ideal entry point for those new to the 
profession as no prior qualifications or experience 
is required. Level 4 is open to students who have 
some experience in a purchasing environment. 
Entry to higher levels will be dependent on 
qualifications or previous experience.

EXEMPTIONS
Before commencing your studies you need to 
consider if exemption could be gained from any of 
the CIPS units. We recognise that you may have 
had previous experiences or qualifications which 
have contributed to your learning and development 
and that recognition should be given if you can 
evidence these to be relevant to specific units 
within CIPS qualifications. We do not wish you to 
repeat studies unnecessarily but want to ensure 
that you have the right level, depth of knowledge 
and understanding of each unit. Such recognition is 
often referred to as exemption and this is on a unit 
by unit basis.

You can apply for unit exemptions from any level at 
the start of your studies, if preferred, or as you 
commence each level.

If you believe that you have achieved the standard 
and content of a particular unit or level, please 
contact the CIPS Membership and Qualifications 
Advisors on 01780 756777. For details of the 
exemption application process see www.cips.org.

Please note: a fee will be payable for each unit 
exemption.

“Your time and assistance has 
been much appreciated and the 
results of the student’s 
examinations so far 
demonstrate the high standard 
and quality of training received 
from Chamber supply Chain.”

Rotherham Borough Council, 
2009








